
Otters Summer Timetable Week 1 

Welcome 

Story 

Key Learning Intentions for this week 
• To be able to identify the sounds c, a, o and g and say at least one word that start with those sounds.  
• To be able to create a repeated pattern using items from the garden.  
• To be able to observe a chemical reaction and use appropriate vocabulary when describing what happens.   

 
Monday Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 

Morning  
 
Let’s start our week by 
singing the days of the 
week song learnt 
previously! 
 
Mathematics 
 
Number Hunt in Jelly 
 
First, spread out some 
plastic numbers in jelly 
layers. When it’s all set, 
give out some tongs to the 
children and show them 
how to pick up the numbers 
from the wiggly substance 
(and practice their fine 
motor skills along the 
way!).  

Morning 
 
Literacy 
 

 
Today’s story is What is 
through my window? By 
Tony Bradman & Eileen 

Morning 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
 
Bubble wrap painting: 
 

 
 
What you will need: 

Morning 
 
Literacy 
 
Phonics 
 
Hot potato 

 
Today we are going to 
learn about phonics.  
 
Firstly, we are going to 
recap some of the 
sounds learnt so far for 
example: 
• c for cup 
• g for goat 
• d for dad 
• a for apple 

 

Morning 
 
Understanding the 
World 
 
Ice 
 
Today we are going to 
learn about how ice is 
formed and what it is 
made from.  
 
The children will have 
the opportunity to look 
closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and 
change. 
 
Show the children this 
video of ice melting. 
 

https://www.loom.com/share/c2b953578eaa4ab2b639414dcd301a96
https://www.loom.com/share/9a47916086164ee689a9f9cd87baca96
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXMofxtDPUQ&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXMofxtDPUQ&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4KRwOyrNPw&safe=true


 
This sensory play is a great 
way of sneaking in number 
recognition to something 
fun and engaging for the 
children. 
 
What you will need: 
• Jelly 
• Bowls 
• Plastic Numbers 
• Tongs 

 

 
 
Once they have identified 
all of the numbers why 

Browne. This is a great 
story to use our 
imagination as we draw a 
picture and if they can, 
they could write a 
sentence or talk about it.  
 
Now we will introduce 
the book to them if you 
have the story at home if 
not you could use this 
link. 
 
The children can think 
about what could be out 
their window and to try 
to draw a picture of their 
thoughts.  
 
We can start this activity 
creating a big window 
with a large piece of 
paper or card. So you will 
only need to create a 
window frame on it.   
 
Ask your child what 
could be outside their 
window. You could tell 
them I am using my 
imagination; I am 
pretending that I am in a 
house that looks over the 
seaside… 

• Wooden Blocks  
• Bubble Wrap 
• Elastic Bands 
• Paper 
• Paint 

 
What to do: 
Using a range of different 
wooden shapes, wrap them in 
bubble wrap and secure with 
an elastic band. 
 

 
 
Present your child with paint, 
the bubble wrap stamps and 
paper, and take a big step 
back! 
 

Once your child had the 
opportunity to call out 
some of the sounds 
learnt so far introduce 
the game ‘hot potato” 
to him/her.  
 
You could use this game 
with all the letters and 
sounds if your child 
already knows them.  
 
The main idea is to pass 
a bean bag with either c, 
o, a, g or d on round. 
Ideally three people 
should play but you can 
play it with your child 
making sure you use 
both hands passing to 
each other one bean 
bag at a time.  
 
Your child has to name 
something beginning 
with that letter.  
 
You could vary the 
speed of passing and 
the pitch and tone of 
your voice.  
 
As an extension of this 
activity and if you think 

For this activity you will 
need to have ice ready 
so they children could 
experiment themselves 
with the ice. 
 
Questions you may ask: 
• How do we make 

ice? 
• What makes ice 

melt? 
• What eventually 

happens to your 
cube of ice? 

• How could we 
refreeze this ice?  

• How do you think 
this Ice cube was 
formed? 

 
Ensure your child 
understands that ice 
forms in a variety of 
shapes and it will be 
good if you have some 
available for the children 
to explore. 
 
Questions you may ask: 
• What is ice made 

from? 
• Why does it take on 

different shapes?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xB5VJ9W_qmI&safe=true
https://www.artycraftykids.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/bubble-wrap-stamps-3.jpg


don’t you see if they can 
place them in order, 
creating their own number 
line? Can you then remove 
some numbers – are they 
able to identify what’s 
missing? 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Music 
 
Are you ready for another 
music lesson? 

 
 
Head over to our Music 
video page on the website 
and enjoy some songs with 
Janie! 
 

What would I see 
through my window? 
 
Now give to your child 
the opportunity to make 
a suggestion and help 
him/her to write these 
down on a whiteboard 
or paper.  
 
Once finished, then 
begin drawing the 
picture for them based 
on their suggestions. 
What do they think? Is 
there anything else they 
would like to add? 
 
Now it is going to be 
their chance to do it 
independently so give 
your child an A4 page 
with a window frame on 
it.  
 
Ask your child to think 
about what is through 
their windows. 
 
Make sure you 
encourage your child to 
use their imaginations 
and to draw from their 
thoughts.  

 
See all the amazing patterns 
that your child creates! 
 
Physical Development  
 
PE 
 
Why not participate in a PE 
lesson with Coach Marc? 
 
Click here to visit his page on 
our website. 
 

 

your child could do it, 
you could ask your child 
to trace or write the 
letters that you have 
used too. 
 
Questions that you 
could ask: 
- What else begins with 
the letter ‘d’? 
- Which object doesn’t 
begin with the letter ‘d’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• How can we make it 
melt?  

• What does it turn 
into once it is 
melted?  

• Can we refreeze 
water? 

• Where would we 
find ice in our houses 
or garden in the 
winter time?  

 
Once they have the 
opportunity to touch and 
explore the ice, ask your 
child to leave a bowl of 
ice near the radiator, on 
the mantel piece and in 
the garden and check on 
them later to see which 
one has melted – why?  
 
Once the ice is melted 
recap the activities and 
questions with your child 
ensuring you address all 
the questions they may 
have. 
 
Vocabulary you may 
use: 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/coach-marcs-pe-lessons/
https://www.artycraftykids.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/bubble-wrap-stamp-4.jpg


 

 
During this activity 
encourage correct 
pencils grip at all times 
and encourage correct 
use of colours. 
 
Vocabulary: see, watch, 
spot, thoughts, 
imagination, moving, 
outside, windy, rainy. 
 

Ice, melting, ice cube, 
frost, freeze, water, 
glacier and ice rink. 
 
 



Afternoon Session 
 
Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development 
 
We are all different 
 

 
Parents please have ready 
the discussion cards for this 
activity. Sit with your child 
and go through these cards 
one by one.  
 
The idea of this activity is 
for children to understand 
that we are all different and 
that we should love 

Afternoon Session 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Season collage: 

 
 
Now the children will 
create their own collage 
of the four seasons.  
 
Before they begin, 
parents please support 
your child to explore 
around the house and/ or 
garden to collate all of 
the necessary objects 
that they would need to 
create their collage.  

Afternoon Session 
 
Understanding the World 
 
Science 
 
Chemical Reactions with 
Citric Acid 

 
Encourage your child to 
explore how citric acid and 
baking soda react in an 
unusual way!  
 
Equipment:  
● Lemons (2 recommended)  
● Baking soda  
● Food colouring (optional)  

Afternoon Session 
 
Literacy 
 
Three Billy Goats Gruff: 
 

 
 
Now the children should 
listen to the story and 
share their favourite 
part, encourage your 
child to explain their 
reason.  
 
Key vocabulary: 
- Little sized Billy goat 

gruff 
- Middle sized Billy 

goat gruff 
- Big sized Billy goat 

gruff 
- Troll  
- Green grass 
- Bridge  

 
 

Afternoon Session 
 
Mathematics 
 
Making patterns  
 

 
 
Let’s have some fun 
making different 
patterns! 
 
Repeated patterns are 
when children follow the 
same pattern 
throughout.  
 
For example,  
Green, red, green, red, 
green.  
 
Why is pattern 
awareness important? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNJBzcqjIYw


ourselves and each other 
no matter what. 
 
To access the discussion 
task, click here.   
 
Key Vocabulary: 
We are all different, story, 
fiction, reading, discussion, 
characters. 
Same, similar, similarities, 
favourite, likes, dislikes, 
different, differences, 
unique. 
Ourselves, body, skin, eyes, 
hair. 
Friends, families, family, 
Mummy, Daddy, mother, 
father, brother, sister, 
grandparents. 
Hobbies, football, ballet, 
art, singing, writing, sports, 
reading, pets.  
 
Key questions:  
• What does different 

mean? 
• How are the children in 

the story different 
from each other? 

• Why do the children 
like different things? 

 
These can include: 

- leaves 
- sticks 
- flowers 
- stones  
- soil 
- seed  

 
Your child can also use 
different coloured 
pencils to draw on the 
rest.  
 
Encourage them to make 
it as creative as possible.  
 
Key vocabulary: 

• four seasons  
• winter 
• cold 
• snow 
• spring  
• warm 
• flowers 
• rain  
• summer 
• hot  
• ice-cream  
• beach/ sand  
• autumn  
• windy  
• cold  

● Dish soap (optional, makes 
the lava more froffy)  
● Tray  
● Cup and spoon  
 
Method: Cut off the base of 
your lemon to make a flat 
surface. Core the lemon. Mash 
the centre of your lemon with 
a spoon (don’t let the lemon 
juice escape).  
 
Add food dye into your lemon 
(optional) and then a squeeze 
of dish soap into your lemon 
(optional). Add in a spoonful 
of baking soda. Watch the 
mixture fix and foam!  
 
Taking it further: Explore 
what happens when you alter 
the amounts of lemon juice 
and baking soda. 
 
Physical Development 
 
Games 
 
Throw, hop, pick 

 
Key questions: 
- Who were the 

characters? 
- Why did the three 

Billy goat gruff want 
to cross the bridge?  

- Did any of the Billy 
goats gruff pass the 
bridge? 

- What did the troll do 
when the little Billy 
goat gruff crossed 
the bridge?  

- What did the troll do 
when the middle 
Billy goat gruff cross 
the bridge? 

- What did the troll do 
when the big Billy 
goat gruff cross the 
bridge?  

- What did the big 
Billy goat gruff do 
when the troll 
wanted to eat him? 

- Did anyone see the 
troll again? Why? 
What happened to 
him?  

 
 
 

Spotting underlying 
patterns is important for 
identifying many 
different kinds of 
mathematical 
relationships.  
 
It underpins 
memorisation of the 
counting sequence and 
understanding number 
operations, for instance 
recognising that if you 
add numbers in a 
different order their total 
stays the same.  
 
Pattern awareness has 
been described as early 
algebraic thinking, which 
involves: 

• noticing 
mathematical 
features 

• identifying the 
relationship 
between elements 

• observing 
regularities 

 
Activity: using different 
objects found around the 
garden see if your child 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/We-are-all-different-discussion-cards.pdf


• Does it matter if you 
like different things to 
your friends? 

• Are the children in the 
story friends? 

• Do friends have to like 
the same things? 

• Does it matter if 
friends have different 
coloured hair? 

• Do you have the same 
pets as your friends? 

• What is your favourite 
hobby?  

• Does your friend have 
the same hobby? 

• Are everyone’s 
families the same? 

• What would the world 
be like if everyone was 
the same and liked the 
same things? 

• What do you think 
unique might mean? 

• Is it good to be 
different? 

• brown leaves  
 
 
Key questions: 
• What weather do we 

experience during 
winter? 

• What weather do we 
experience during 
spring? 

• What weather do we 
experience during 
summer? 

• What weather do we 
experience during 
summer? 

• Can you tell me any 
animals that we 
might see during any 
of these seasons? 

• Which one is your 
favourite season? 
Why?  

• What activities can 
we do during these 
seasons?  

 
For example, build 
snowman during winter.  

  
 
Now the children will continue 
to work on their gross motor 
skills, by playing this game, 
they are able to practice eye 
coordination and balance.  
 
Parents please help your child 
to create their own hopscotch 
using chalk. Once you have, 
using bean bags or any other 
items that is safe to throw, the 
children should practice their 
throwing skills both under and 
over arm.  
 
Encourage your child to aim 
at a spot and then to throw 
the bean bag, once they have, 
they would need to either, 
hop, jump, run or walk to pick 
up the bean bag.  
 
To challenge your child even 
further, you can use the chalk 
to write down numbers that 

Expressive Arts & 
Design 
 
Three Billy goats gruff 
 

 
 
Using the template, the 
children should colour in 
their own characters 
from the story.  
 
After they have, the 
children can use these to 
retell the story in their 
own words.  
 
Parents, please 
encourage your child to 
use the key vocabulary 
and the plot of the story 
to retell what happened 
in order. 
 
The children can change 
the ending of the story if 
they would like.  

can create their own 
repeated pattern.  
 
Complete this worksheet 
to test their knowledge. 
 
Key questions:  
- What can you spot? 
- How can you make 

the same pattern 
again?  

- How many do you 
have of the same 
item? 

 
Why not bring this 
activity inside and see if 
the children can create 
patters using house hold 
items such as spoons, 
shoes or chairs? 
 

 

 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Billy-goat-gruff-template-1.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Patterns.pdf


they have been practising. So, 
when they do throw their 
bean bag, they can recite the 
numbers as they go to pick it 
up. 

 


	The children can think about what could be out their window and to try to draw a picture of their thoughts. 
	We can start this activity creating a big window with a large piece of paper or card. So you will only need to create a window frame on it.  
	Ask your child what could be outside their window. You could tell them I am using my imagination; I am pretending that I am in a house that looks over the seaside…

