
Otters Summer Timetable Week 2 

Welcome 

Story 

Key Learning Intentions for this week 
• To be able to count and conserve from 0-5. 
• To be able to sequence the main events in the story, ‘A New Home for a Pirate’. 
• To be able to manipulate clay to design and make your own scarab beetle.  

 
Monday Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 

Morning  
 
Mathematics 
 
Number  
 
Hidden Jewels 
 
The aim of this game is to 
say how many there are 
without counting.  
 
Children at this age, enjoy 
hidden games, especially if 
they involve gems, jewels 
or golden coins! 
 
Activity: 
Put three bowls over one, 
two or three jewels.  
 

Morning 
 
Literacy 
 
Phonics - Sounds and 
Anticlockwise 
Movement 
 
Today we are going to 
learn about phonics and 
how to form those 
sounds too. 
 
First, we are going to 
recap some of the 
sounds learnt so far for 
example: 
c for car 
o for octopus 
d for dog 
 

Morning 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Design and Make Scarab 
Beetles 

 

Morning 
 
Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development 
 
Wellbeing  
 
Mindfulness 

 
 
Now the children will 
practice their breathing 
with the mindfulness 
colouring.  
 

Morning 
 
Understanding the World 
 
Creating sound  
 
Explore how vibrations 
create sounds.  

 
 
Equipment:  
● Various bottles, cleaned  
● Water Method: Fill each 
bottle with different 
amounts of water.  

https://www.loom.com/share/4ebe4f3d082b49d58c7474828eb28799
https://www.loom.com/share/98c98287ed514a4393b603325c337a31


Quickly lift and replace one 
bowl and challenge the 
children to say how may 
there are.  
 
Swap the bowls around 
rapidly for one minute. 
When you stop, can they 
point to the bowl with three 
in?  
 
Lift the bowl and see if the 
children can instantly say 
whether they are right.  
 
Encourage them to think 
mathematically.  
Can you see how many 
there are?  
How did you know whether 
there were three? 
 
Extension: 
Can you make some 
different patterns with four 
jewels?  
How many patterns could 
you make?  
 
Resources: 
Jewels, conkers, pennies, 
shapes, containers 
 

Once your child has had 
the opportunity to call 
out some of the sounds 
learnt so far introduce 
some movements that 
the children will need 
when they will be 
writing their letters.  
 
So ask your child to 
retrace a line correctly 
and to use anticlockwise 
movement to form a 
letter C. This will allow 
your child to begin to 
show some control in 
their use of one handed 
tools. Now show your 
child the next letter to 
practise.  
 
Questions you may ask: 
-What sound does the 
letter make? 
-What action do we use 
for that sound?  
-Discuss the fact that 
some letters only have 
straight lines which we 
must retrace when we 
are writing that letter  
 
You could ask your child 
to watch as you form the 

 
Show the children an 
image of a scarab beetle.  
 
Discuss what shapes they 
can see and share these 
interesting facts: 
 
They are brightly 
coloured, unique among 
its features is the 
antennae which can 
become a ball or acts like 
a leaf to taste something.  
 
Scarab beetles typically 
use their front legs for 
digging because their 
legs are so adapted and 
wide. 

 
 

Discuss with your child 
the importance of 
breathing and what 
happens to us when we 
experience different 
emotions.  
 
This can link to the 
Physical Development 
activities that you have 
completed through the 
week.  
 
For example, when we 
become upset, our 
breathing can increase, 
but if we are calm and 
happy our breathing 
would be normal.  
 
Parents, please explain to 
your child that it is okay to 
experience different 
emotions and okay for our 
breathing to increase and 
stay normal.  
 
To access the mindfulness 
colouring, click here. 
 
 
Physical Development 
 
Games 

 
Blow across the openings 
and hear the different 
sounds they create.  
 
Challenge to ask: Can you 
create music with the 
different sounds created?  
 

 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Mindful-template-1.pdf


 
  
Extension: 
Tape some parchment 
paper to the wall and write 
several numbers, each 
decorated with as many 
dots as the number.  

Now, the children can 
touch each dot with a do-
a-dot marker and see the 
number and the quantity 
all together!  

You can also put the paper 
on the floor but holding a 
marker up and out makes it 
a good way to strengthen 
those little arm muscles. 

What you need: 
• Parchment Paper 
• Sharpie Marker 
• Do-a-Dots Markers 

letter on a large paper 
with a paintbrush. Draw 
your child’s attention to 
the correct starting 
point.  
 
Once your child has 
observed you writing the 
letter you could ask 
him/her to practise 
forming the letter using 
finger paint brushes.  
 
Allow them time to do it 
independently but also 
make sure that they 
know you are there if 
they need any help or 
any support during the 
activity. 
 
If they have already had 
a go with the 
paintbrushes we could 
ask them to form the 
letter in the air using 
their fingers and on 
paper with pencils.  
 
Encourage your child to 
write the letters of 
his/her name 
independently during 
this activity. 

For this activity you 
should use clay or some 
salt dough. You can find a 
recipe here.  
 
Roll out the clay into a 
ball and squash it slightly 
with the palm of your 
hand. This will act as the 
body.  
 
Then roll a smaller ball for 
the head. 
 
Finally find some pipe 
cleaners for the arms and 
legs.  
 

 
 
Push them through your 
clay to attach them.  
 
Once your beetle is dry, 
paint it in a bright colour 
and to make it even 

 
Musical Line Movements 
 
The purpose of this 
activity is to work on 
balance by traveling along 
lines on the floor; and by 
starting and stopping a 
variety of locomotor 
movements with control. 
 
For this activity we will 
need some materials: 
Upbeat music, lines to 
move on. 
 
Explain to the children 
that we are going to play 
a game with some music. 
Once we stop the music 
they are going to freeze 
(Great Statue). 
 
We could do a variation of 
this activity by 
challenging your child to 
travel in different 
directions along the lines 
or using music with 
different tempos and ask 
them to match that speed. 
 
You and your child could 
find a spot on any line on 

Taking in further: Record 
how the amount of water in 
the bottle changes the 
sound that they hear. 
 
Physical Development 
 
Games 
 

 
 
Play bubbles. Review 
different ways of moving 
from the last lesson on 
Wednesday. Staying in a 
bubble, try hopping, 
skipping, running, side 
steps.  
 
Move around the space 
showing different 
emotions.  
 
Encourage the children to 
think about their body 
positioning and movement 
for different feelings. (e.g. 
tired…slow, happy…. 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Salt-Dough-Recipe.pdf


 

 

 
Recap with your child: 
-What is this sound 
(showing a letter card)? 
 
-What other words do 
you know with that 
sound? 
 
-How do you use your 
pencil correctly?  
-We go anticlockwise? 
(towards the door or   
towards the window)  
 
-Can you write the 
letters of your name? 
 
Always remind your 
child to use the correct 
starting point  
 

special, once the paint is 
dry cover it in PVA glue 
to make it shine! 
 
Vocab: 
Beetle, eyes, body, colour 
naming, shape naming, 
big and small. 
 

 
 
Activity resources:  
Clay, clay tools, water, 
small world bugs, grass 
and sand trays. 

the floor. Allow a 
reasonable amount of 
time, then, instruct them 
to "freeze." Start the 
music. The children walk 
forward, following lines 
on the floor. Stop the 
music. The children freeze 
like statues.  
 
Comment on the "great 
statues" as they freeze 
without moving.  
 
As the activity continues, 
challenge your child to 
travel on the lines using 
different locomotor skills. 

We could make it 
challenging for your child 
saying that if they loose 
their balance or are 
unable to stop with 
control when the music 
stops they will loose. 

quickly, worried, cross, 
surprised)   
 
How would they move their 
arms and legs? 
 
Hold up emotion cards for 
different feelings and ask 
children to move around 
accordingly.  
 
Parents, please draw out 
different emotions on a 
piece of paper for this 
game.  
 
How can your bodies 
demonstrate how they are 
feeling?  

Afternoon Session 
 
Physical Development 
 
Games 
 
Airports 

Afternoon Session 
 
Expressive Arts & 
Design 
 
Puffy paint  

Afternoon Session 
 
Understanding the 
World 
 
Investigate fingerprints  
 

Afternoon Session 
 
Literacy 
 
A new home for a pirate 
 

Afternoon Session 
 
Mathematics 
 
Space, Shape and Measure 
 
How long are you? 



The purpose of this activity 
is that your child will be 
moving in different levels, 
he/she will also be 
balancing and listening 
carefully for stop and go 
signals. 
 
We are going to need 
some materials for this 
activity: 16 cones (or any 
other object that could be 
for the purpose) and some 
music as a start/stop 
signal. 
 
Firstly, we will set up four 
cones to mark off each 
corner of the room.  This 
will be the airports for your 
child to land in.   
 
You start the activity by 
telling the children that 
today we are going to be 
airplanes. They need to fly 
around like different kinds 
of airplanes carefully 
without "crashing".   
 
Airplanes will begin flying 
when they hear the music 
start, once the music stops 
they need to find an airport 

 
 
What you need: 
- Food colouring  
- Blue, purple, yellow, 

orange, red, green.  
- Shaving foam  
- Bowl  
- PVA glue  

 
What you need to do: 
 
Parents please help 
your child with this 
activity: 

 Use a bowl and spray in 
some shaving foam.  

Do we all have the same 
fingerprints?  
 
Equipment:  
● Ink pad  
● Magnifying glass  
● Paper  
 
Method: Use the same 
finger for different family 
members and compare 
how they differ. Look at 
the patterns in each finger 
print.  
 
Why not use the guide 
below to help with pattern 
identification? 
 

 
 
Taking it further:  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Today the children and 
parents will have the 
opportunity to become 
pirates. The main idea of 
the lesson is for the 
children to retell the story 
and act it out, draw a ship 
and a detailed person. 
 
Firstly, tell your child that 
we are going to read the 
book, ‘A new home for a 
pirate’, if you have the 
book at home it will be 
great that your child has a 
look at it. If you haven’t 
got it, please follow our 
link to watch it. 
 
We will tell your child that 
we are pirates and we are 
going to set sail tomorrow 
but first we must decide 
what to bring with us so 
he/she can specify what 

 
Children often enjoy 
measuring themselves with 
different things.  
 
Adults you could provide a 
variety of things to use 
such as measuring units 
and compare results.  
 
Activity: 
The child lies down and the 
adult measures the child, 
by putting a marker by their 
head and feet, then 
stretching the piece of tape 
as long as the child.  
 
They will now find out how 
many pens will match this, 
carefully place the pens 
end to end, making sure 
they are straight, with no 
gaps or overlaps. Repeat 
with other things of 
uniform length, some long, 
some short (such as rolled 
up sheets of newspaper, 
spoons, Lego or Duplo 
Bricks) to make several 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GnA7pV-OBpA


(marked off area) and 
come in for a landing.   
 
To do this they slow down 
with their arms out as wings 
and balancing at a low level 
on one foot.   
 
They need to stay like this 
until the music starts 
again.  While the children 
are landed you could call 
their names to pick what 
type of aircraft they all are 
going to be.   
 
Choosing their own 
airplane will be really great 
so they can be creative and 
move how they think that 
type of aircraft will move.   
 
For example:  
Tell your child to pick what 
kind of airplane is going to 
be such as a "jet."   
 
So you could ask your child 
how they think a jet would 
move, and then make sure 
you hear a few good clues 
like fast, and big to help 
them realise how that type 
of aircraft would move.  

 
 Ask your child to select a 

food colouring and add 
drops in the foam. Then 
mix the solution so that 
the mixture becomes 
that colour.  
 

 Then add and mix in the 
PVA glue making sure 
that the solution is mixed 
well. Your child is now 
ready to create their own 
puffy paint.  

  
 Enjoy! 

 
 
Physical Development  
 
PE 
 
Why not participate in a 
PE lesson with Coach 
Marc? 
 
Click here to visit his 
page on our website. 

Turn the activity into a 
mystery for your child to 
solve.  
 
Leave a fingerprint from 
one family member as 
evidence on something 
and ask your child to solve 
the mystery and find out 
who it belongs to by 
comparing the different 
fingerprints within the 
family. 
 
Document your results in 
a montage with other 
images of family 
members.  
 
Feel free to send these in, 
we would love to see 
them! 
 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Music 
 
Are you ready for another 
music lesson? 

items he/she will take. 
You could help your child 
to write the words down. 
 
You could also make a list 
of all the characters in the 
story with your child.  
 
We can start to ask your 
child what each character 
is like in the story. Model 
retelling the story orally to 
your child. You could use 
anything at home as 
prompts to retell the 
story. You could have a 
head scarf and a patch on 
your eye.  
 
Ask your child to perform 
the story to you. 
 
Questions you may ask: 
• Ask your child to think 

about how the other 
characters felt.  

• How did their 
character feel at the 
end of the story?  

• Could you describe 
how their character 
felt at the end of the 
story.  

‘trails’ of equal length and 
compare the results.  
 
Questions:  
• What do you notice 

about the pens and the 
paper rolls?  

• How many pens does it 
take to match the tape?  

• You are 20 pens tall! 
How many paper rolls 
tall are you?  

• I wonder what will 
happen if we measure 
you with Lego bricks? 

• Do you think it will be 
more?  

• Take a photo of the 
‘trails’ you made.  

 
Development and 
Variation 
 
Predict and compare the 
number of things needed 
to measure an adult. 
 
Cut a piece of string the 
length of your child - or 
use strips of newspaper 
joined together with 
cellotape - and try to find 
things the same length, 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/coach-marcs-pe-lessons/


 
Watch your child moving 
around… 
- Is he/she being creative 
and moving like that 
airplane would move?  
- Is your child landing at a 
low level in the airports, 
balancing when the music 
stops? 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Head over to our Music 
video page on the 
website and enjoy some 
songs with Janie! 
 

 

• Could you write down 
a sentence about how 
their character felt? 
Can you tell me how 
their character felt? 

 
Finally we could ask your 
child to draw an image of 
their favourite part of the 
story. 

commenting whether they 
are shorter or longer. 
 
Tape pieces of newspaper 
together, draw around the 
child with a marker pen 
and cut out the silhouette, 
then mark the length in a 
straight line, so the child 
can see that their height is 
the distance between the 
top of their head and the 
bottom of their feet lying 
down or standing up. 
 

 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/

