
Otters Summer Timetable Week 3 

Welcome 

Story 

Key Learning Intentions for this week 
• To be able to sequence the story ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and name some of the fruits mentioned.  
• To be able to identify a 2D and 3D shape and name some of their properties. 
• To be able to identify the difference between a solid and a liquid and describe what is happening during an experiment.  
•  

Monday Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 

Morning  
 
Mathematics 
 
Building Towers 
 
Provide the children with a 
selection of blocks or 
objects like, cereal boxes, 
shoes boxes etc… 
 
Talk about building and 
stacking. 

Morning 
 
Literacy 
 
Handa’s surprise  
 

 
 
Now the children should 
listen to the story 
carefully. Parents 
throughout the video, 
pause where necessary 

Morning 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
If you can beforehand, 
order and gather some 
feathers, otherwise share 
these images with your 
child.  
 
Get your child to observe 
them and talk about their 
shapes, colours and parts. 

Afternoon 
 
Wellbeing  
 
Emotional crayons  

 
Otters’ you will now be  
making your own 
crayons.  
 
Your task is to create 
your very own crayons 
that have different facial 
expressions based on the 

Morning 
 
Understanding the World 
 
Science 
 
Taste test  
 
Create a taste test 
challenge for your child to 
explore their taste buds. 
  
Equipment: You will need 
any of the following… 
● Blindfold (optional)  
● Small bowls or plates  
● Small lemon wedge  
● Small lime wedge  
● Small spoonful of vinegar  
● Small spoonful of salt  

https://www.loom.com/share/d0e37641c8cb4794b9322bf1e7ccc20d
https://www.loom.com/share/1b35ee305fdc488f82db1d063e8aafe2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpKuWhRAG18
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Feathers.pdf


 
 
When the children start 
building their towers 
encourage them to think 
mathematically and reason. 
  
Questions to ask: 
• Which block are you 

going to put on the top 
of your tower?  

• Which is the tallest 
block in your tower?  

• How could you make 
your tower smaller?  

• What would happen if 
we turned that block 
the other way up?  

• Would it make the 
tower any different? 

 
Introducing 3D shapes 
Now let’s take a look at 
some 3D shapes.  

to talk about what is 
happening.  
 
After the video, the 
children should discuss 
their favourite part 
including why.  
 
Key vocabulary: 

- Passion fruit  
- Guava  
- Banana 
- Orange 
- Apple  
- Avocado  
- Pineapple 
- Mango  
- Tangerines  
- Handa  
- Basket  
- Akeyo  
- Elephant  
- Monkey  
- Antelope  
- Goat 
- Ostrich  
- Giraffe  

 
Key questions: 
• What animals are 

featured in the 
story? 

• How many are there 
altogether? 

 
 
Black sugar paper and 
white chalk would be 
great for this activity.  
 
The children should focus 
on drawing the veins of 
the feathers. Are they 
straight lines, wavy lines, 
long or short?  
 
Vocabulary: 
Draw, colour naming, 
lines, thick and thin. 
Feather, shaft vane, quill 
and follicle. 
 
Activity resources:  
Black sugar paper, 
feathers, magnifying 
glasses, chalk. 
 

emotion you have given 
the colour.  
 
What you need: 

- Crayon template  
- Colouring pencil or 

paint  
- Black marker  
- Scissors  

 
What you need to do: 
1. Using the crayon 

template choose a 
colour and colour it 
in.  

2. Then using a black 
marker draw an 
emotion on to the 
crayon that matches 
your label.  

3. For example, if the 
colour was yellow 
and you labelled it 
happy, draw on a 
smiley face. 

4. Now do this again 
until you have all the 
emotions and 
different coloured 
crayons.  

 
Extension: 
To build the skill of 
empathy, encourage the 

● Small spoonful of sugar  
 
Method: Put each 
ingredient in a small bowl 
or plate. If your child wants 
to conduct the experiment 
without looking at the 
items, you could blindfold 
them.  
 
Record the taste of each 
item, categorising them as 
either, sweet, bitter, salty 
or sour.  
 
Taking it further: The same 
experiment can be 
conducted but with the 
sense of smell. Categorise 
the scents that they smell 
and group the objects with 
similar scents. 
 

 
 
 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Crayon-template.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Crayon-template.pdf


 
Get the children to explore 
them and identify the 2D 
faces on the 3D shape. Give 
them the names of the 
shapes and then explore 
using them to create a 
tower.  
 
What would happen if you 
placed the sphere on top?  
What would happen if a 
sphere was the base of our 
tower? 
 
Ge the children to predict 
what they think will happen 
and then test out their 
theories!  
 

 
 

• Can you balance the 
‘basket’ like Handa?) 

• If you were going to 
collect some gifts 
for a friend, what 
would you give 
them? Why? 

• What surprises have 
people organised for 
you? 

• Can you think of a 
nice surprise that 
you could arrange 
for somebody else? 

 
Once the children have 
answered the above 
questions, they can begin 
to role play.  
 
Parents, please provide 
your child with a basket 
and fruits. Now the 
children will reenact 
some of the scenes from 
the book.  
 
Please encourage your 
child to use the above 
key vocabulary to ensure 
that they are 
understanding the 
meaning of each.  

Extension:  
MOVEMENT PLAY 

There are many ways to 
use feathers to encourage 
movement play: 

Tie a bundle of feathers 
to a long ribbon or string, 
attach to a stick and use 
in the same way as a 
gymnastic baton or 
ribbon – for drawing 
shapes in the air, leaping 
and bounding and 
twirling. 

Throw feathers high into 
the air and encourage 
children to spring up to 
grab as many as they can 
before they float back to 
the ground, perhaps 
allocating a specific 
colour to each child. 

Share the story of Icarus, 
then glue feathers to 
cardboard ‘wings’ (or use 
double-sided sticky tape 
in rows) so that children 
can flap and fly around 

children to talk about 
their feelings towards 
each individual crayon: 
 
* Which crayon do they 
feel most sorry for, and 
why? 
 
* Which crayon seems 
happiest and why do they 
say this? 
 
* Which crayon would 
they most like to cheer 
up? 
 
* What could they do to 
make one of the crayons 
feel happier? 
 
* Which crayon is the 
angriest one and why? 
 
* What could Duncan do 
to calm this crayon 
down? 

Physical Development 
 
Games 
 
Hibernate! 
 
Today in our games lesson 
we are going to practise 
self-control of our bodies. 
So it is really important that 
the children develop that 
ability to listen and follow 
2/3 step instructions. 
 
First, we will start asking 
the children if they know 
what hibernate means. You 
could explain that 
hibernation is a way that 
some animals deal with the 
harshness of winter. They 
curl up in a safe place and 
stay there until winter ends. 
 
Once they understand the 
concept tell them that they 
are going to listen to a 
story Bear Snores on by 
Karma Wilson.  
 
If you have the book at 
home, I will recommend 
you allow your child to 



 

 the garden like the 
mythical Greek figure. 

 

browse it if you don’t have 
it please click on our link. 
 
After watching the video 
discuss how bears 
"hibernate" in the winter 
and "wake up" in the spring 
prior to activity.  
 
Then introduce the words 
to your child, demonstrate 
how the bear hibernates 
and teach him/her how a 
bear walks (on hands and 
feet) if needed. Instruct the 
children to "hibernate" by 
laying down and making a 
snoring noise each time 
you say, "hibernate".  
 
It would be great if you 
could turn the lights off, 
and to "wake up" and start 
bear-walking again when 
the lights come back you 
will say "spring time". 
 
You might want to 
incorporate some kind of 
balancing incorporated or 
intersperse with a crab 
walk to use the other 
muscle groups in this 
activity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfMSjo4NX3Y&safe=true


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Afternoon Session 
 
Literacy 
 
Phonics 
 
Crocodiles in the pond?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In today’s lesson the 
children are going to work 
on some of the sounds 
learnt so far.  
 
This activity will help your 
child to identify the 
phoneme of a grapheme 
and the initial letters of 
words. 
 

Afternoon Session 
 
Understanding the 
World 

Crazy cornflour slime 

Cornflour slime is very 
popular as it's incredibly 
easy to make, doesn't 
use any nasty chemicals 
and has amazing 
properties unlike 
anything you may have 
experienced before. It is 
sure to delight young 
and old alike! 

This activity is a bit 
messy but really fun and 
hands-on; children love 
exploring the strange 
properties of this cross 
between a liquid and a 
solid.  
 

Afternoon Session 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Collage Ladybirds 
 

 
 
Show the children some 
images of ladybirds in the 
grass. What can they 

Afternoon Session 
 
Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 
 
Wellbeing 
 
Daily routines 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This lesson will focus on 
daily routines. 
 
Examples:  
• I (get up) at 8 o’clock. 
• He/She (gets) up at 8 

o’clock. 
 
Before introducing the 
key words and 
expressions to your child 

Afternoon Session 
 
Mathematics 
 
Before starting the activity, 
share the ‘Ten Green 
Bottles’ song. If you can 
collect ten water bottles 
and place them in a tray of 
sand standing up. 
 
As you sing the rhyme, 
knock the bottle down/ can 
the children see what is 
happening each time one 
falls down? 

 
 

https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/sensory-play-activities-early-years/
https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/sensory-play-activities-early-years/


For this activity we will 
need some blue fabric or 
any other material to 
create the pond and some 
letters on A4 paper that 
we are going to use as a 
bridge. 
 
Please recap some of the 
sounds learnt so far: 
s for sun 
a for apple 
t for tummy 
p for party 
 
Allow the children to call 
out the examples before 
helping them out. 
 
We will start the activity 
by creating a ‘pond’ in the 
middle of the room.  
 
Mention to your child that 
it is an imaginative pond 
and we can’t get in 
because they are 
crocodiles inside.  
 
Propose a situation – how 
are we going to get to the 
other side of the room? 
We could swim across but 
do we all want to get wet 

 
 
 
For best results use a 
large shallow container 
that you can put on the 
floor, like a sand/water 
tray.  
 
Mix together cornflour 
and water until you have 
a slime consistency. Try 
punching the slime – it 
instantly turns solid.  
 
Roll some slime into a 
ball in your hand and 
then stop – it turns back 
into a liquid. 
 

 

observe or notice about 
their shape and colour?  
 
Get them to draw their 
own ladybird. Decide how 
many spots they are 
going to have on each 
side and make them 
symmetrical. Once they 
have completed their 
drawing, encourage them 
to colour it in using the 
appropriate colours.  
 
Then encourage them 
(under supervision) to cut 
out their design and tear 
strips of green paper. 
 
Now have fun collaging 
your picture together! 

 

for the lesson, it is 
important to put the 
target language into 
context. A great way to 
do this when teaching 
daily routines is to ask the 
children about what they 
did before a specific time. 
Ask them what the first 
thing they did that day 
was. 
 
Elicit from them that the 
first thing they did was 
‘wake up’. Write this on 
paper, and ask your child 
what they did next.  
 
Once you have a few 
activities on the paper, 
ask your child which of 
those activities they do 
everyday, and at what 
time they usually do them. 
 
Now we are going to play 
a game together, we will 
need to print our Healthy 
board. Then give one dice 
and one board game to 
each person playing. To 
start, all people playing 
should place their eraser 
at the ‘Start’ square.  

Colour 4 out of 10 flowers 

 
This challenge is for you to 
see if your child can colour 
a given number out from 10.  
 
For example, if I had 10 
flowers altogether and I 
was asked to colour in 4 of 
the flowers, I will count 
1,2,3,4 using my index 
finger and colour only 4.  
 
To help with this activity 
you can also use objects. 
Select 10 different objects 
from your house.  
 
Read the question on the 
sheet and pick out the 
number that it is asking you 
to colour.  
 
For example, if it was 
colour 4 out 10 flowers, I 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Healthy-board-game.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Healthy-board-game.pdf


and eaten by crocodiles in 
the pond?  
 
Encourage your child to 
use the letter bridge. They 
could create a pond using 
letter stones and place 
them close to each other 
so children will not touch 
the water.  
 
There’s a rule to follow if 
you want to use the 
bridge. You have to sound 
out the letters you walk on 
or else the crocodile will 
jump up and eat you up! 
 
Allow your child to have a 
go as many times as he 
/she could. 
 
For the extension activity 
you could ask your child to 
provide examples of words 
with the initial sounds of 
the letters on the bridge? 
 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Music 
 

 
• If the slime is too 

powdery, add more 
water and food 
colouring. 

• If it is too runny add 
more flour. 

 
Physical Development 
 
Games – Snap 
 
Playing games supports 
a range of 
communication and 
social skills.  
 
Play a game of snap to 
work on turn taking, 
working as a group and 
many other skills. 
 
These cards can be used 
to play snap or games of 
pairs in small groups or 
with two players. 

 
Vocabulary: 
Grass, long and short, 
ladybird, paste, eyes, 
nose and mouth. 
 
Activity resources:  
Sugar paper, glue, 
spreaders, green paper, 
red paper, berol black 
pens, colour paddles. 
Small world ladybirds. 
 
 
Physical Development  
 
PE 
 

 
 
Why not participate in a 
PE lesson with Coach 
Marc? 
 
Click here to visit his page 
on our website. 
 

 
Next, one player should 
roll the dice and move 
their eraser. Then this 
player should talk about 
the images in that 
particular square.  
 
Questions you may ask: 
-What kind of image is 
this? 
-Is it a healthy image?  
-What can you see? 
 
For example, if they land 
on the ‘brush your teeth’ 
picture, they should ask 
themselves ‘What time do 
you brush your teeth?’  
 
The aim of the game is to 
get to the star in the 
middle of the board game 
to win a point.  
 
The only way to get to the 
star is to land on squares 
in the middle (the ones 
with the arrows). After 
winning a point, that 
person then goes back to 
the start square.  
 

will pick out 4 objects from 
my pile of 10 objects.  
 

 
 
To access today’s 
challenge, click here. 
 
 
Physical Development 
 
Engineering Challenge 
 
You are stuck on Mars and 
you need to build a space 
ship to get home!  
 
Be as creative as you can! 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/T-S-2988-Animal-Snap-Game.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/coach-marcs-pe-lessons/
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Colour-in-4-out-of-10.pdf


Are you ready for another 
music lesson? 

 
 
Head over to our Music 
video page on the website 
and enjoy some songs with 
Janie! 
 

 
 

Continue this game for 5 
or 10 minutes, and the 
person with the most 
points at the end is the 
winner.  
 
 
Nursery Ryhmes 
 
Ring-a-ring O’ Roses 
 
You can use this poster as 
a visual to sing the nursery 
rhyme together: 

• “Ring-A-Ring O’ 
Roses, a pocket full 
of posies.” The 
children move 
slowly around in 
the same direction, 
whilst holding onto 
eachother’s hands. 

• “Atishoo, Atishoo,”  
• “We all fall down.”  

The children all sit 
down, lowering 
themselves to the 
floor. 

 
 
 

 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Nursery-rhyme-poster.pdf

	Crazy cornflour slime
	Cornflour slime is very popular as it's incredibly easy to make, doesn't use any nasty chemicals and has amazing properties unlike anything you may have experienced before. It is sure to delight young and old alike!

