
Otters Summer Timetable Week 4 

Welcome 

Story 

Key Learning Intentions for this week 
• To be able to recall and sequence the main events in the ‘Rainbow Fish’ story.  
• To be able to identify the three primary colours.  
• To be able to compare two items and say which one is longer or shorter than the other.  

Monday Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 

Morning  
 
Mathematics 
 
Going to the Pirate Shop 

 
 

Morning 
 
Literacy 
 
Rainbow Fish 

Introduce the lesson 
to your child by 
reading Rainbow fish 
story by Marcus 
Pfister. If you have the 
story at home allow 
your child to handle 
the book and go 
through the pictures, if 
you don’t you could 
use this link. 

This activity will allow 

Morning 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Let’s create our own 
Rainbow fish! 

 
Show the children 
images from the story 
read yesterday. What 
do they remember 

Morning 
 
Literacy 
 
Rosie’s walk 

 
Today we are going to 
read Rosie’s walk by 
Pat Hutchins. If you 
have the book at home 
allow your child to look 

Morning 
 
Understanding the 
World 
 
Penguin Sensory Ice 
World 

 
 
Create your own mini ice 
rink and watch your 
child play. Imagine and 
investigate as they skate 

https://www.loom.com/share/0911abc66a054f0d94e378ea5536509f
https://www.loom.com/share/0557f7af6082464fbed0809c4774dabb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFORvXhub28&safe=true


Print these templates to 
create some pirate eye 
patches for your children 
to wear. 
 
Once they have this, set 
up a pirate shop 
complete with treasure 
and coins. Give the 
children £10 in coins and 
let them know that all 
items cost £1.  
 
Encourage whoever is 
acting as the cashier in 
the shop to check that 
the shoppers buy no 
more than 10 items. 
 
You may suggest the 
children go back to 
select more if they don’t 
use up all of their coins! 
 
Encourage them to think 
mathematically: 
How much have you 
spent so far? Have much 
have you got left?  
How many more things 
are you going to buy?  

the children to discuss 
the incidents in the 
story and retell the 
story using key 
vocabulary. 

Read rainbow fish 
text. Talk to your child 
about issues that the 
story is concerned 
with.  

Discuss what made 
rainbow fish feel sad in 
the story. Discuss 
what made him feel 
happy. The children 
should think of their 
own experiences when 
they have felt either 
sad/happy.  

Children will have the 
opportunity to talk 
about a time when 
they have shared, 
given something to 
someone else.  How 
do they think the other 
person felt? 

about the story? Can 
they sequence what 
happened at the start, 
middle and end of the 
story?  

 
 
Take a look at the 
different types of fish 
that exist in more detail 
by watching this video. 
 
Take notice of the sea 
life shown, discuss the 
shapes and colours 
they can see. This is a 
long video and can be 
played whilst the 
children are creating 
their drawings.  
 
Once they have created 
their own drawing of 
the fish, get them to 

at the book 
independently. If you 
don’t have the book 
you could use this link. 

As you read the story 
for the first time, try 
and predict what might 
happen to the fox each 
time? 

Create a new page for 
Rosie's walk.  

• Where could she 
go? 

• How might the fox 
try to catch her?  

• How will Rosie be 
saved? 

• How are the 
characters feeling? 

• What are they 
doing?  

• What might happen 
next? 

Choose a page from 
the story and ask your 
child to describe what 

toy penguins (or any 
other figures) around 
their own DIY ice rink! 
 
To set this activity up 
get some ice cube trays, 
bowls and a baking tray 
with water in and put 
them in the freezer. Get 
your child to help with 
this so they can see how 
the water changes.  
 
Add a bit of food 
colouring and glitter to 
some of the water to 
make it extra exciting 
and add some toys into 
one of the bowls of 
water. 
 
Whilst you wait, watch 
this video all about 
penguins! 
 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/t-t-2547858-eyepatch-role-play-cutouts_ver_2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cC9r0jHF-Fw&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UAdviuJ4H20&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8qilxaBR20&safe=true


 
Can we make a shopping 
list and draw out all of 
the things you have 
bought?  

 
 
Whilst playing share this 
song with the children 
and sing along together.  
 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Fairy cakes 

 
Ingredients (makes 12 
cakes) 
●100g/4oz butter or 

Show your child a 
large picture of an 
under the sea scene. 
Talk about all the 
different places that 
can be seen. Rocks, 
coral reef, seaweed 
etc.  

 

 

 

Explain that we are a 
friend of rainbow fish.  

We can pretend to be 
any sea creature we 
like – an octopus, crab, 
lobster.  

We are having a party 
and would like to 
invite rainbow fish.  

Show children various 
party invitations and 
what needs to be 
included – to, date, 
time, place, from.  

add in some 
background details 
before painting. You 
can get them to paint 
or colour their image 
and then see if you 
have any fabric or 
reflective material 
scraps that they could 
cut into scales to add 
to their fish.  
 
If they have trouble 
drawing out their fish, 
use the template 
provided.  
 
Have fun! 
 
Physical Development 
 
Games 
 
Freeze  
 

 
A walk in the park. Play 

is happening with their 
own words. 

Ask your child to try 
and describe Rosie 
using some adjectives.  

Help your child to 
describe the fox as 
well.  

In this story we are 
going to look at the use 
of prepositions, e.g. 
across, around, over.  

Questions you may ask: 

• Can you find any 
more prepositions?  

• Can you say your 
own sentence which 
includes 
prepositions?  

Ask your child to 
create his/her own 
story about a chicken 
and a fox.  

Help your child writing 
the story and review 

 
Once the water has 
frozen take the ice out of 
the containers and set up 
a penguin island and 
explore! 

 
 
Physical Development 
 
Games 
 
What is missing?  

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PirateShoppingList.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/PirateShoppingList.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/pirate-ship-counting-song-sheet_ver_1.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Rainbowfishtemplate.pdf


unsaturated spread 
(softened) 
●100g/4oz self-raising 
flour 
●100g/4oz caster sugar 
●2 eggs 
 
Method 
Put the oven onto 
180°C/Gas 4.  
 
Whisk all the ingredients 
until creamy and spoon 
into a bun tin or bun 
cases.  
 
Cook for 10–15 minutes 
until cooked.  
 
To check they are 
cooked just press gently 
and they should spring 
back.  
 
Once cooled, the cakes 
can be decorated.  
 
To make icing, mix icing 
sugar and (a tiny bit) of 
water to and spread it 
on the buns when the 

Allow your child to 
have a go and make 
their own invitation. 

Please show your child 
the invitation template 
attached. 

They could also 
complete this 
template. 

Invitation Template 

Vocabulary you may 
use: 

Friendship, sharing, 
giving, coral, seaweed, 
reef, lobster, crab, 
octopus. 

 

 
 

music. When it stops find 
someone and shake 
hands. Walk around the 
park. Giant steps, tiptoe, 
fairy steps, marching, 
heavy feet, light feet…. 
children to suggest other 
types of walking. Express 
and communicate 
feelings using body, 
thinking about speed. 
How fast would you move 
if you were excited? How 
slow would you move if 
you were disappointed? 
Change direction. 
 
Mirror partners.  
Partner to copy 
movements and guess 
the emotion. 
Individually (back to 
whole class): Change 
feeling happy-sad (use 
expression cards as 
prompts) 
 
Combine the movements 
of two opposite emotions 
saying ‘change’ to swap 
over. E.g. Worried to 
excited- combine 
movements….music?   
How would movement 

the story with him/her.  

Questions: 
• What do you like 

about it?  
• Are there any parts 

that you don't like? 
 
 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

Music 

Are you ready for 
another music lesson? 

 

 

Head over to our Music 
video page on the 
website and enjoy 
some songs with Janie! 

 

 
 
For this activity you 
don’t need too much 
prep work. All you need 
is few different objects 
that your child is familiar 
with and a plastic, non-
see through cup. Make 
sure that the objects 
that you are playing with 
at the time are different 
colours so your child 
won’t get confused.  
 
Rules:  
1. Set up a few items in 

a row, in the 
beginning have 3 or 
4 objects.  
  

2. Point at the objects 
and say or ask your 
child to say their 
names.  
 

3. Ask your child to 

https://mulberryhouseschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Party-invitation-Literacy-lesson-week-4.pdf
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/
https://mulberryhouseschool.com/parents-area/otters-music-lessons/


buns are cold.  
 
Decorate with anything 
you like (sprinkles, 
sweets, cherries).  
 

change?  
 
Partner work: Choose 
your favourite 
combination, practise 
mirroring and perform to 
members of your family. 
 

close their eyes.  
 

4. Hide one of the 
objects with a cup. 
 

5. Then ask your child 
to open their eyes 
and ask, “What’s 
missing?” When you 
see that your child is 
confident with the 
number of objects, 
you can add more of 
them.  
 

Have fun! 
 

Personal, social and 
Emotional 
Development 
  
Role play  
 
Firefighters 
  
The children will 
continue to learn about 
people who help us, in 
this lesson, firefighters. 
To help them 
understand ways that 

Afternoon Session 
 
Understanding the 
World 
 
Melting Insects in Ice 

 

Afternoon Session 
 
Expressive Arts and 
Design  
 
Primary colour 
explorations 

Afternoon Session 
 
Physical Development 

Gross Motor Skills 

The Launch Board 
Catch 

Afternoon Session 
 
Mathematics 
 
Comparing Length: 
Longer and Shorter 

 



they help us it would be 
great for them to build 
their own equipment, 
such as a fire engine and 
helmet.  
 
As your child is role 
playing, encourage them 
to use specific 
vocabulary below: 
 

- Fire station 
- Helmet  
- Fire 
- Extendable ladder 
- Fire hydrant  
- Fire fighter  
- Fire extinguisher  
- Hose pipe 
- Radio  
- Fire engine  
- Axe 
- Mask  
- Fire alarm  

 
 

This is a great 
opportunity to talk 
about what the letter I 
looks like and what 
sound it makes.  In this 
case the I as in Ice and 
I in Insect, the 2 
different sounds the 
letter I can make. 
 
Trying to melt the ice 
to get the insects out 
also provides an 
opportunity to talk 
about the letter and 
make connections with 
spoken language and 
real life experiences. 

Melting insects in ice is 
also a great sensory 
activity using warm 
and cold items to 
explore the senses.  

The squirty bottles are 
filled with warm water 
and used to help melt 
the ice to get the 

 
This experiment is 
great for the children 
to see how colours mix 
and form other colours.  

The children can use 
their hands to blend 
and squish the different 
coloured paints 
together to form new 
colours.  

The three primary 
colours, red, blue and 
yellow are the minimum 
number of colours that 
can be mixed to make 

 
The purpose of this 
activity is to provide 
young children with the 
opportunity to develop 
catching skills using a 
launch board. 

Materials Needed: 

A launch board and a 
small ball, beanbag, or 
kooshball for your 
child. 

A great way to help 
your child to achieve 
catching success is to 
use a launch board. 
When a child steps on 
one end of the board a 
beanbag on the other 
end flies into the air 
directly in front of your 
child. This gives your 
child a better 

Read story Bunny Cake 
by Rosemary Wells 
 
After listening to the 
story talk about the cake 
that Max made out of 
earthworms and the 
icing that he made with 
caterpillars. Ask your 
child if they think this 
story is real or make-
believe. 
 
The aim of this activity is 
to compare long and 
short, longer than and 
shorter than, longest and 
shortest. 
 
Key vocabulary to 
practise: 
Long, longer, shorter, 
compare, short, length 
 
Warm up activity 
Show your child how to 
indicate length with two 
hands in the air 
separated by some 
distance for long, more 
distance for longer, and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjdvS_s0Ty4


Use about 6 small boxes 
or something similar. 
Attach them together 
with masking tape. 
Decorate with red 
construction paper & 
black wheels. 
Make a hose made from 
two or three paper towel 
rolls, covered in black 
construction paper. 
 
For the fire truck you 
will need: 
1. A large card board box 
2. 4 Paper plates 
3. Red, white, and black 
paint 
4. Some large paint 
brushes 
 
Method: 
Let the children paint 
the box with the red 
paint.  
Then let the children 
paint the plates with 
black paint. Cut a ladder 
out of cardboard and 
then let the children 
paint it white. after all 

insects out. 

 

You will need insect 
figurines, plastic 
containers, ice cube 
trays, squirty bottles 
filled with warm water 
and a large tub. 

Freeze the insects in 
water the day before 
the activity and also 
freeze 2 ice cube trays 
with water. 

the greatest number of 
other colours or 
secondary colours. 

All you need for this 
activity is a large tray, 
red, blue and yellow 
paint, clear plastic zip 
lock bags and sticky 
tape.   

Make sure that you get 
the children to observe 
what is happening and 
discuss how the colours 
are changing.  

Extension: 

Once you have 
completed your 
exploration, move onto 
create your own 
Mondrian inspired 
paintings.  

Give the children some 
paper or cardboard and 
get them to mark out 
with masking tape a 

opportunity to catch 
the object. 
 

Firstly, we will place 
your beanbag on the 
low end of the board. 
Go to the other end, 
get your hands ready 
to catch by holding 
them out in front of 
you, then raise your 
foot and stomp on the 
end of the board.  

As the beanbag flies 
into the air in front of 
you, clasp your hands 
around the beanbag 
and catch it.  
 
As your child gets 
better at catching they 
can be challenged with 
more difficult tasks. 
"See how high you can 
make the beanbag go 
and still catch it." Or, 
"See how many times 
you can clap your 
hands while the 
beanbag is in the air 

even more distance for 
longest. Do the opposite 
for short, shorter and 
shortest.  
 
Activity: Show your 
child yarn of 3 lengths 
that represent 
earthworms and the 
concepts of long, short 
and medium size. Help 
your child to say those 
words and the order the 
yarn based on long, 
short and medium size. 
 
Suggested extension 
activity: Explain to the 
children the difference 
between long and 
longer. Help the children 
to say the words and 
make the connection 
between the earthworms 
on the yarn and arrange 
the yarn based on those 
concepts. If they are 
able to do it maybe 
introduce short and 
shorter.  
 



the pieces dry put them 
together using tape, and 
put some fireman stuff in 
and around it. Put 2 
small chairs in the front 
for the front of the fire 
engine. 
 
Firemen’s Hat 
 
Use large (12 x 18) red 
paper. Cut a semi-circle 
in the center (the child’s 
head goes in there) 
Round off edges. Keep a 
piece of the center cut, 
to go up, in the front 
(like a firemen’s helmet) 
ask the children to write 
911 on it. 

 

 

grid onto their page.  

 

Once covered, get 
them to paint the page, 
changing colour for 
each shape they see.  

Once its dry, peel off 
the masking tape to 
reveal your new 
artwork! 

and still catch it." 

At first it will be 
possible that your child 
has trouble 
coordinating the acts of 
picking up the foot and 
stomping on the board.  

They may stomp in the 
wrong place or miss 
completely.  

It helps to have them 
practise this without an 
object first 

  

Resources - Story, 
Playdough, Yarn 
(different colours) 
 
Activity 2: Follow one of 
our simple recipes to do 
playdough with your 
child. Give your child 
playdough with which 
he/she can make 
earthworms and 
caterpillars. Allow 
him/her time to have 
free exploration with the 
playdough.  
 
Model how to make long 
and longer earthworms 
and short or shorter. Ask 
your child to make their 
own earthworms and 
caterpillars. Encourage 
your child to talk about 
their lengths as he/she 
makes them. 
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