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Subject: Understanding the World 

This half term, in our Understanding the World Project, we will learn about ‘Ants, Bees and 
Spiders’. This week we will help the children understand the key features of the life cycle of 
an ant. The children will watch and discuss short educational videos, and be introduced to 
the focus vocabulary ‘egg’, ‘pupa’, ‘larva’ and ‘ant’. During outdoor learning sessions the 
children will explore the environment to see the ants in action and will be encouraged to 
understand the need to respect and care for small living things, such as ants. 

At home you can provide opportunities for your child to explore the natural environment 
freely, to observe wildlife and discuss their observations. Why not challenge them to find as 
many ants as they can. 

Subject: Maths 

This week we will focus on counting two objects reliably and matching the group to the 
numeral 2. We will learn the classic nursery rhyme ‘Two Little Dicky Birds’ to aid our 
understanding and we will explore the number formation using the rhyme ‘Around and back 
on the railway track, two, two, two’. 

At home you can play with your child by having a tea party for two toys. How many cups, 
saucers and spoons do you need? Can you find them? Can you count them? What happens if 
another toy joins? Do you have more plates, cups and spoons? How many cupcakes will you 
need? 

Subject: Literacy 

In our Phonics lessons we will introduce children to the sound ‘o’ by singing the Jolly 
Phonics song and matching the sound to the corresponding pictures e.g. ‘o’ is for ‘orange’, 
‘octopus’, ‘ostrich’ etc. We will use various media to encourage the development of 
manipulation and the control of one-handed mark making tools e.g. pencils, pens, brushes, 
to start forming the letter ‘o’. The children will be taught the formation rhyme ‘All around 
the orange.’ 

Our Creative Writing lessons will be inspired by the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by 
Michael Rosen. We will discuss the theme of the story, describe the characters and recall the 
main events in the correct order. The children will be encouraged to create their own 
illustrations for the story and attempt writing the initial sound to label their pictures.  

At home, you can go on a bear hunt in the garden, encouraging your child to use the 
language from the story e.g. We’re going on a bear hunt, we’re going to catch a big one. 
We’re not scared!  


