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Subject: Understanding the World 

This half term, in our Understanding the World Session, we will learn about ‘Ants, Bees and 
Spiders’. This week we will help the children understand the key features of a spider. The 
children will learn to name the different parts of the body, using vocabulary such as ‘head’, 
‘eye’, ‘abdomen’, ‘leg’, ‘claw' and ‘spinneret’. During our outdoor learning sessions the 
children will explore the environment to see the spiders in action and will be encouraged to 
understand the need to respect and care for small living things.  

At home you can provide opportunities for your child to explore the natural environment 
freely, to observe wildlife and discuss their observations. Help them to find a web and 
discuss what they see, feel and what it is used for, explaining its unique pattern and how it’s 
made. 

Subject: Maths 

This week we will focus on counting 3 objects reliably and matching the group to the 
numeral 3. We will read the traditional story the ‘Three Little Pigs’ to aid our understanding 
and we will explore the number formation using the rhyme ‘Around the tree and around the 
tree, that’s the way we make a three’. 

At home, you can encourage your child to build three little houses for the three little pigs. 

Subject: Literacy 

In our Phonics lessons we will introduce the children to the sound ‘c’ by singing the Jolly 
Phonics song and matching the sound to the corresponding pictures e.g. ‘c’ is for ‘cat’, ‘car’, 
‘catch’ etc. We will develop their manipulation and the control of one-handed mark making 
tools e.g. pencils, pens, brushes, to start forming the letter ‘c’. The children will be taught 
the formation rhyme ‘Curl around the caterpillar’. 

Our Creative Writing lessons will be inspired by the story ‘The Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson. 
We will discuss the theme of the story, describe the characters and recall the main events in 
the correct order. The children will be encouraged to create their own illustrations for the 
story and attempt to write the initial sound to label their pictures.  

At home, you can go on a Gruffalo hunt in the garden, encouraging your child to use the 
language from the story. Where could the Gruffalo hide? Can you pretend to be the mouse? 
What other animals could the mouse encounter, apart from the fox, owl and snake? For 
those of you who feel very adventurous, you could do The Gruffalo Trail located in Thorndon 
Country Park, near Brentwood. 


