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Subject: Understanding the World 

This half term, in our Understanding the World lessons, we will learn about ‘Ants, Bees and Spiders’. 
This week we will help the children understand the key features of a bee. They will learn to name the 
body parts of a bee - head, antennae, thorax, abdomen, legs, wings—and in small groups they will 
work collaboratively to match these together. Where do we need to put the antennae? Where do the 
legs go? Why does a bee need wings? How does a worker bee collect pollen?  

At home you can watch a YouTube video called ‘How Do Bees Make Honey?’ by CBBC’s Maddie 
Moate, which will open up a wealth of opportunities for discussion. Why not go out in the garden or 
visit the local park and see if you can spot any bees in the natural environment. 

Subject: Maths 

This week we will focus on counting 5 objects reliably and matching them to the numeral 5. We will 
be using frog puppets to help us count to 5 and make number stories with all the numerals learned so 
far. We will explore the number formation using the rhyme ‘Down and around and a flag on high, 
that’s the way we make a 5.’ 

At home you can sing together the song ‘Five Little Speckled Frogs’ and use your fingers to practise 
counting down from 5 to 0. 
 
At dinner time, why not place some numbers around the dining room chairs and choose a different 
chair for your child to sit at each evening. Do they know which number it is? 

Subject: Literacy 

In our Phonics lesson we will introduce the children to the sound ‘d’ by singing the Jolly Phonics song 
and matching the sound to the corresponding pictures e.g. ‘d’ is for ‘dog’, ‘dad’ and ‘drum’. We will 
use various media to encourage develop the control of one-handed mark making tools e.g. pencils, 
pens, brushes, to start forming the letter ‘d’. The children will be taught the formation rhyme ‘Around 
the dinosaur’s bottom, up his tall neck and down to his toes’. 

Our Creative Writing lessons will be inspired by the story, ‘Snail and the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson. 
We will focus on matching rhyming words and telling the story in our own words. The children will be 
encouraged to create their own illustrations for the story and attempt to write the initial sound to 
label their pictures.  

At home, you can look at an atlas with your child to talk about the different oceans that whales can be 
found inhabiting. Make connections with your family holidays and recall the places you have seen and 
how they made you feel. 


